
People who like foul-smelling flowers were in luck this week. They had a chance to see and smell 
the world's smelliest plant, called the corpse flower. A corpse is a dead body. The flower gets its 
name because it smells like rotting flesh. The bloom attracted thousands of visitors to the Geelong 
Botanic Garden, just south of Melbourne, Australia. The plant began blooming on Monday. More 
than five thousand people visited the garden to see it. Some people had to hold their nose when 
they were near the flower. Others coughed and held their breath because of the foul smell. 
Australia's Nine News channel reported that visitors described the smell as being like a dead mouse 
or rotting garbage. 
 
The corpse flower is extremely rare. The plant is native to Indonesia. An international conservation 
group listed it as an endangered species. The group says there are only a few hundred of the plants 
left in the wild. A lot of the forest in which the plant grows has been cut down. Corporations are 
using the land to grow palm oil. The flower is one of the biggest in the world. It can grow to a height 
of three metres and live over 40 years. However, it blooms just once a decade and opens only for a 
day or two. The flower smells like the rotting flesh of a dead animal. This smell attracts beetles and 
flies. The insects pollinate the flower so it can bloom again.
SMELLS: What are the best and worst smells? Why?

 Paragraph 1

    Paragraph 2

Best Why Worst Why?

Flower

Food

Drink

In the home

In the city

In nature

1 foul a. To stop breathing for a short time (for a challenge, for a 
bad smell, for an X-ray….

2 rotting b. Very bad or unpleasant (often used to describe a strong, 
bad smell).

3 flesh c. Made someone or something come closer.
4 bloom d. Slowly breaking down and becoming bad; often has a bad 

smell (like old food or a dead plant).
5 attracted e. A flower.
6 hold one's nose f. The soft parts of an animal or human body, not the bones.
7 hold their breath g. To close your nose with your fingers to avoid a bad smell.

8 extremely h. Very, very much.
9 rare i. To move pollen from one flower to another to help it grow 

seeds.
10 native j. Not often found or seen; uncommon.
11 conservation k. In nature, not in a place made by people, like a zoo or a 

garden.
12 endangered l. From a certain place; growing or living naturally in a 

certain area.
13 in the wild m. Protecting nature and animals so they are safe and don’t 

disappear.
14 pollinate n. At risk of disappearing forever.


